EMERGENCE OF NATURALISM

over again. Herrick would not merely repeat the old drama
or point the old moral. His hero wriggles upward by crooked
ways and sharp practices, crushing competitors, diverting jus-
tice, and gradually paying for his fortune with his integrity.
In a modern idiom Herrick implicitly asked whether the
whole world is worth as much as a man's soul. He asked it
in The Common Lot (1904) in which an architect sacrifices
his professional integrity, and again in Clark's Field (1914),
in which unearned wealth suddenly pours into hands not
trained for it, and visits evil upon all concerned. Stories of
treasure trove have regularly been romantic. Herrick treated
this one realistically and morally.

He differed most strikingly from contemporary naturalists,
however, in his attitude towards women. He felt that the
elaborate language of compliment traditionally used to them
in America, though deriving possibly from a day when women
were less numerous on the frontier than men, and therefore
prized and praised, had become in large part a hollow lan-
guage. The pioneer woman earned the respect she got by
the equal share she bore in the tasks of her laborious world.
Her successor in the comfortable world of the early twentieth
century neither worked nor bred as the first women did. The
energy so released, instead of being directed into valuable
channels, had spent itself upon the complex arts of the para-
site. Whether because men had chosen out of vanity to re-
gard women as luxurious possessions and visible symptoms
of success; whether because a nation never compelled to save
its resources had formed another wasteful habit; whether
because women had been quick to seize an advantage after
centuries of disadvantage: whatever the cause, America had
evolved, Herrick held, a type of woman which lacked the
glad animal spontaneity of the girl, the ardent abandon of the
mistress, the strong loyalty of the wife, the deep, sure, fierce
instincts of the mother, and even the confident impulse to
follow her own path as an individual. He had in mind not